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Updated NCEA Level 1, Level 2, and Level 3 Vocabulary Lists for Asian and European languages were
published on the NCEA Education website in December 2024.

Below is the revised Level 2 Japanese Vocabulary List that should be used with students in 2025 (and
thereafter).

The Vocabulary List supports teaching and learning and helps teachers understand the language
appropriate at Curriculum Level 7. Language drawn from this Vocabulary List is used to create external
assessments and may be used to support teachers when preparing students for internal assessments.

The vocabulary lists belong to the Ministry of Education. The list in this document has been formatted by
NZALT to make it easier for teachers to print and photocopy for students. NZALT has provided two
versions:

1. A PDF that can be printed and photocopied for students.
2. A Word document for teachers who would like to do further formatting.

This version of the vocabulary list is arranged alphabetically (Japanese to English).
Other configurations of this list (eg. English to Japanese; by category) can be found online here.

Alternatively, you can navigate to the revised vocabulary lists by following this pathway:
ncea.education.govt.nz > New Zealand Curriculum > Learning Languages: Japanese > Teaching

Teachers are advised to read the Introduction to the vocabulary lists (online, as above), as these contain
useful context for teaching and learning, and for internal and external assessments (including the notes
below).

Notes to teachers

In addition to the listed vocabulary, students are also expected to be able to recognise:
e items from relevant L1 Japanese Vocabulary List

e where a noun can easily be constructed from the verb or vice versa

e obvious loan words.
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https://ncea.education.govt.nz/learning-languages/japanese?view=teaching

Japanese Kanji English

| HLED greeting
BB l(oggzg (ns)pace), cheerful
HELHEH-HELHFET give up (verb)
) ;hozﬁnc;ver there (followed by a
HS7EL dangerous
HAEA () safety (safe)

LY DS DWVET B2 E8VET say (verb)
(&) LWS-L\WET called (be) (verb)
WoL&SIFABLNE) as hard as one can
WB-WWET need (verb)
WWhd-L\vnET put in (verb)

2 | SATA driving
QATA 35 5ATA LET drive (verb)

A | ABASZBUET choose (verb)

B | BS3ZATEE32A LET support, cheer (verb)
BHHL a lot
BLZS - BLAFT teach (verb)
HEl XA adult
HEWET-BLLVELET recall (verb)
BT memories
BEI-BLLFET 25 think (verb)
BYL-BYFET get off (transport) (verb)

| ALK S E foreign country
pa ) A Vel S EFE foreign language
W=D 5 - =DITFET tidy up (verb)
MoAYT B HomYLES disappointed (be) (verb)
moE school term
NMEnd certainly, without fail
NH paper

change (someone/somethin

PDLHIDYET changes() (verb) ’
MNAILTFLY connection
AT B AEILET moved (b, fouched ()
Ho=20F % ho=2FLFET cheat in a test (verb)

T & rule, regulation

FHE LW feel good, refreshing
meal provided by an

EpIOL&LL organisation (eg, lunch
provided by school)

FLILK education

T£IML& textbook

TEOH interest

ELOHD HBHELOIAD HYFET

interested in (be) (phrase)

=ALL

neighbourhood
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{1452 air

<S5 dark (space), gloomy

(person)
BRHKBRET compare (verb)
gn—7 group

[ R economy, Economics

! o (school Zubject)
(T9-1FLET turn off (verb)

(Foh result, outcome

- | SOYBSTB-THYpILET interact (verb)
=z answer
1A% CAFET answer (verb)

Ze&lF language, word
ZEDBH-TEDLYET reject, turn down (verb)
)] this (followed by a noun)
- e Bl 2P community

hho from now on

= | SNVEA recently
=y At last
LWL & first
KA A essay
SEI-SEVET invite (verb)

SULLY lonely, miss someone

L | LITAIZ B5-LITAIZ BBFT fail an exam (phrase)
LITAIZ EEB-LITAIZ EBYFET pass an exam (phrase)
LITAZE S51T5-LITAZ SITFET sit an exam (phrase)
LobA question
LDo%A 35-LDHA LET ask a question (verb)
CESFAIRNE vending machine
LpdhKY &S school trip
Lp2MA custom (social), habit
LA mufti
C3CHA CrpS85fE leisure time, free time
LwoLA place of origin
Lt F5E sign language
Coh AU preparation
LAY §5-LhAT LET prepare (verb)
LALS-LALET believe, trust (verb)
LAIFL §5-LAIEL LET worry (verb)

ENICXY immediately, soon

ERCAYA AR few, not many
99 LFET spend time (verb)
I ok much more, all the time
ITTHITEFYT throw away (verb)
ARLR stress

pcll ik cA AV i) way of life
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HLEE

results (academic), marks

ycaml oA explanation
HOHL FTE5-ED2HL LET explain (verb)
tAln athlete
T | ZOoFLSLE graduation ceremony
ZOELD §5-FD2FLD LET graduate (verb)
z0 that (followed by a noun)
> sky
Tz | =L KELY sports festival
=935 =9 1+F7 help, rescue (verb)
f=fzLL» correct
LAY for instance, for example
F=OLAIZ 5 T=DLAIZ LET look forward to (phrase)
=OLL-1=OLAFET enjoy (verb)
DL -OAHFT request (verb)
5| F—L team
2| DF A moon
oF next
DNF5-DIFET turn on, switch on (verb)
DD "DDOHET wrap (verb)
T | T7—</1"—0 theme park
TOES"TOEVWET give a hand (verb)
T4 -TEY attend (verb)
TAZE electricity, (electric) light
& | ES5%HT in what manner?
EEEETH-LEELEETLFET nervous (be) (verb)
ERD () special
ED which? (followed by a noun)
EEZEMN TESL- LB TEFET | RIZHD TES-KRIZHH TEFET | make a friend (phrase)
& | IR iKY ET pass away, vanish (verb)
BomLLY (someonelaomething)
ro o o cmore
BHA-ELUET line up (verb)
ENSENEY become used to (verb)
[Z]I2TWS-IZTTVET look alike, resemble (verb)
295D F5- 12w I LET start school (verb)
20 3hCLE \év(?r:(c)%rlmng ceremony at
(2 3HKLITA entrance examination
[CAED HBITAZEN HYFET popular (be) (phrase)
[CAED TH-ICAEH TET become popular (phrase)
R | kA price
[ | L& beginning

[FLHL-[FLDHFET

start (someone starts
something) (verb)
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L& place
FLA-FLYFET run (verb)
FFhL embarrassed
FELHS- (FLELHVET discuss (verb)
X553 1E60ET pay (verb)
O | OEDIT draw
UoKY 3%-UoKY LET surprised (be) (verb)
V2 &I () necessary
#snssnss e
) sack, bag
TSRFYY plastic
SbHEE place you belong
S ALTALLET 32;22223(1%%%?&%) (verb)
~AL response
~ALTSH-~ALLET respond (verb)
[F | EM(D) other, another
[FL star
FEAE almost all
RITAT volunteer
FAES true, real
EJNSkS every month
FLvRA-FWEL every year
F | F15-FLVET obey, protect (verb)
COR - SUNCAY) impossible, unreasonable
| HFBLL rare
A IN— member
CREXRLY of course
eyl AV A wasteful
£ A7 {)er:ttl)leirgr,nl)ssue, question (in
P OBHBOHET quit (verb)
| poKY F5-poKY LET relax, take your time (verb)
Y | UBA9)L 55 A49)L LET recycle (verb)
H | hhy young
<O F5- < LET excited (be) (verb)
oI hoLVEY laugh (verb)

Classifier

Functions

Number+hHiy

number of times (frequency)

Number+ R—

page
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