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Updated NCEA Level 1, Level 2, and Level 3 Vocabulary Lists for Asian and European languages were
published on the NCEA Education website in December 2024.

Below is the revised Level 1 Japanese Vocabulary List that should be used with students in 2025 (and
thereafter).

The Vocabulary List supports teaching and learning and helps teachers understand the language
appropriate at Curriculum Level 6. Language drawn from this Vocabulary List is used to create external
assessments and may be used to support teachers when preparing students for internal assessments.

The vocabulary lists belong to the Ministry of Education. The list in this document has been formatted by
NZALT to make it easier for teachers to print and photocopy for students. NZALT has provided two
versions:

1. A PDF that can be printed and photocopied for students.
2. A Word document for teachers who would like to do further formatting.

This version of the vocabulary list is arranged alphabetically (Japanese to English).
Further configurations of the list (eg. English to Japanese; by Category) can be found here.

Alternatively, you can navigate to the revised vocabulary lists by following this pathway:
ncea.education.govt.nz > New Zealand Curriculum > Learning Languages: Japanese > Teaching

Teachers are advised to read the Introduction to the vocabulary lists (online, as above), as these contain
useful context for teaching and learning, and for internal and external assessments (including the notes
below).

Notes to teachers

In addition to the listed vocabulary, students are also expected to be able to recognise:

e numbers

e Japanese words that are in common usage in English (250D, 7=A, A, LADLAEA, ZELL. D
Y, (B)FL. ELA. ZlE. S2EA. hETeto).

Writing kanji

Kanji is a significant part of Japanese culture, and teaching students to recognise and write kanji should be
reflected in the teaching and learning of Japanese that takes place within the context of each classroom.

Honorific &

Words that can be used with honorific # are in the main list without honorofic # as it is not part of the word.
There are no specific regulations and rules with honorific § and when it is added depends on factors such
as the age, gender, social status, region, situation, and the relationship between the two speakers.
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https://ncea.education.govt.nz/learning-languages/japanese?view=teaching

Japanese Kanji English
H | FARY)—L ice cream
HLNE L between
HWET meet, see (a person) (verb)
HE-HHL blue (noun - adjective)
HhH-HHLY red (noun - adjective)
HE autumn
HITEYT open (someone opens something) (verb)
HIFES give (verb)
Hs morning
HZIFA breakfast
HL foot, leg
HLI= tomorrow
HEC that place over there
HTUVET play, enjoy oneself (verb)
BHi=t=Hir warm
Hi-F head
HI=EMN LY clever (phrase)
Hi=o5LLY new
HoL hot
Hé& after, later
T IN—h apartment
HEY not much, not often (with negative ending)
HoO rain
HoWNET wash (verb)
HYUFET there is/are..., have (objects, plants) (verb)
HEEFET walk (verb)
T ILINA/ 1A part-time job
Hh that one over there
LY [ LW/ &KLy good, fine
W& house
WEFET CES go (verb)
1F¥)R England
LD how many?
LB how much?
Ll doctor
WChB (%) mean, unkind
LEALLY busy (people, days)
L=l sore, painful
WEIFA the best, ~est
LYo when?
LDoh hH 5th of the month
LyD>D iD five (items/things)
el always
LoL&(2) together (with)
el cousin
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LV H

countryside

(Y2} dog
WE i now
WET there is/are (people, animals) (verb)
el= younger sister
LM (74R) disagreeable, unpleasant
W5 colour
WAULNA (%) various
3 |5% i above, on, on top
5L cow
S5LA behind, back
S5tz song
S=WVET sing (verb)
2b home
2F horse
2ENFT AFENFET be born (verb)
S2H sea, ocean
553N noisy
Sy glad, happy (usually referring to oneself)
SAES exercise
QAEILET exercise (verb)
2|z picture, painting
ARV movie
ZLDIHA movie theatre
ZWT English language
AT railway station
B | (B) hHSA mother
HLLLy delicious
BHEL =1 big
HHLLY funny, strange, odd
HEFET get up (verb)
B<NFET be late (verb)
BIYVFEY get angry (verb)
HLSA uncle
g a late, slow
BEHE younger brother
HEZD V& EJOPN man
BED BDF boy
HEELy well-behaved, quiet
H1EH stomach
BN §EFELL hungry (phrase)
Bzl same
BIESA aunt
BIFZAFET memorise, learn (verb)
BIEATWET remember (verb)
BHTES (CEVEY) congratulations
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BHLAW

interesting, amusing

BEEFT swim (verb)

BHYFEYT end, finish (something ends/finishes) (verb)

HAHK music

BATED V& zZDAN woman

BATED ZDF girl
nN | HANET buy (verb)

MNED shopping

MZYET return (home) (verb)

ne face

hH Chemistry (school subject)

AV EXE take (time, money) (verb)

NEFT write (verb)

NEFT draw, paint (verb)

(B)HL snacks, sweets

Ml singer

ne a cold

NMEE OEFET catch a cold (phrase)

nz< family

NEEY win (verb)

y N Yl YA cool, stylish

Mo FR school

MOTWET have (keep) a pet/animal(s) (verb)

MELLY sad

(B)Hh1 & money

MNMEA bag

hozx café

MADTWET wear (on head) (verb)

NRYFEY put on (head) (verb)

W& (D 1) hair

< subject (school)

NEOUY XNEEB Tuesday

A=Y fe body

MBI LW good for your health (phrase)

MTZIZ HHL bad for your health (phrase)

e J river

MHLN cute, pretty

MACL South Korea

MNAZL nurse

MAT=ZA (15) easy

MNAIFYET persevere, do one’s best (verb)
| & X tree

ELVH-ELVALY yellow (noun - adjective)

TEFET listen (verb)

TEFET ask (verb)

EHED season
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Fa— guitar
== north
2% North Island
Ef7E0N dirty, messy
TEoAN ticket (for transport)
ETLET wear (from the shoulder) (verb)
=12k yesterday
ZULLY strict
CEXN come (verb)
TFET put on (from the shoulder) (verb)
FoJ camping
X TLET camp (verb)
RSP 4 H today
TLOMLY church
FLOLD classroom
TEhA last year
=0V () dislike
ENL () beautiful, clean
ZFAFIUV ®EAR Friday
< 14325 airport
{9Y medicine
31D fruit
{t a mouth
{2 shoes
{DL1= {DTF socks
<IZ 3 country
{&Y cloudy weather
~{BL S~ about... (used with amount, length of time)
g9k school grounds, sports field
S class
2079k cricket
DRI Christmas
NMFET give (to me/my family) (verb)
{%F car
{5 {AHL black (noun - adjective)
T | 5—= cake
FLE scenery
[F2&5U AR Monday
[fAMA house entrance
FAE (13) energetic, healthy
[TASD sightseeing
(TASDLET sightseeing (verb)
| Z5RA park
0S92 = senior high school
Z5I580 EiRE senior high school student
ObEOFAEL school principal
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ks 1= A

junior member(s) of a group

K EiE national language

cC this place near the speaker
ZZDh LH 9th of the month

MDD D nine (items/things)

&L i this year

&L FEL child/children

ClxA meal, cooked rice

ZH rubbish

ZHIEZ rubbish bin

h this one near the speaker
) about (used with a point of time)
ut o1A scary, scared

AIFD %A this month

avHY—k concert

AL this week

ZATWET crowded (be) (verb)
ZAIEA this evening

avE= convenience store
avEa—4— computer (desktop)
IR fish

KB cherry blossoms

uh— football

S0 cold (eg, weather)
YRV F sandwich

L&y match (eg, sports)
(B)LLEA grandfather

ChA B ] time

ChAh HYFET BRI HYET | have time (phrase)

LiTA examination

CSL&oMLY self-introduction
CEL&OIMLLFET introduce oneself (verb)
L& work

LSE%x LET work (verb)

L h (A) quiet

L7 T under

LoTWET know (verb)

CTAL® bicycle

LEY do (verb)

LHFET close (verb)

Lohiy Social Studies (school subject)
LoLA photograph

Y shirt

x)— shower

Ix)—% HUET have a shower (phrase)
Da1—2X juice
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Lp2FED weekend

CoELD lesson

CoELd505 CoELOF during a lesson

Cwp< tutoring centre

Lp<7=Ly homework

L dH hobby

L&SMULLET introduce (verb)
L&IH<ELY INFHE primary school student
(B)L&LIHD New Year

L&SM2IS5 INERR primary school

L9 () +F good at, skilful (often to compliment others)
TavE T E—IL shopping mall

)7L cereal

LYFEEA not know (verb)

LA-LALY white (noun - adjective)
CAL»® shrine (Shinto)

LA D (%) kind, friendly

EX AN swimming (sport)

ERAL P10 JKEER Wednesday

I53HK mathematics

RA—/\— supermarket

AH—k skirt

IE () FE like

T awesome

gL DL few (a)

T3 LU cool (temperature)

AR—Y sport(s)

% trousers

P OPIA slipper

ITHhYFET sit (verb)

FTATNET live (verb)

jci Y student (primary, secondary)
V5K uniform

LV 5D Biology (school subject)
t—45— jersey, sweater

HH fzh =L tall (referring to a person) (phrase)
A UKL short (referring to a person) (phrase)
yea-J A narrow, cramped

HAIFD %A last month

HFALYD %L last week

HFAELY pirad teacher

TAETA not at all, never (with negative ending)
A (XL senior member(s) of a group
HASN all, everything

%50 cleaning

ZO5LLEY clean (verb)

Level 1 Vocab: Page 7 of 14




J—3 % )LAT LT (SNS)

social media

zZ

that place near the listener

ZL<T and, and then
= ZAS outside
T that one near the listener
Tnnn and then, after that
TNnT therefore, as a result
Znic in addition, besides
f= | =LK Physical Education, PE (school subject)
F=WLWUKAA gymnasium
ZLHK KF university
LAY RFEE university student
L&D 5 (%) OK
=L 8D (43) important
f=W\~NA (73) tough (situation)
f=hy = tall, high, expensive
Zho so, therefore
=t treasure
1={EA lots
fZ1F only
==& tatami (matting for floor)
=Ttm building
f=dLLy enjoyable
f=_RFEY eat (verb)
F=R3{M food
=% egg
128 (73) no good
h who?
(B)FALLEHUV birthday
5 | 50L& IS small
=Y 3¢ nearby
HEHNET be different, be wrong (verb)
EMTD underground railway
Fryk ticket
(B)be green tea
R A 1A brown (noun - adjective)
HpHIAKELY e junior high school student
HINDIS 2R junior high school
HpHZK FE China
F3aal—+hk chocolate
=¥ 3e)= a little (used for an implicit refusal)
5l Geography (school subject)
2 | DLM=B —H 1st of the month
DHWNET use (verb)
DHINTNET tired (be) (verb)
O2INFET tired (get) (verb)
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DEXEY

arrive (verb)

HKYFET make (verb)

DELALY boring

2l fishing

T ¥ hand

TEET can do (verb)
TIORIWELYD Digital Technologies (school subject)
T/N\—hk department store

TEY leave (verb)

Tt but (at the beginning of a sentence)
(B)To temple (Buddhist)

TAZE weather

ThAL® train

TAEDITER) traditional

TAD telephone

TADLET telephone (verb)

ML toilet

ESFpSEL classmate

(B)ESSA father

ES how?

ESLT why?

ES52 animal

ES58DZA Z00

bt} + ten (items/things)

EBL far away

EEM +H 10th of the month

F—Xb toast

LELE sometimes

&L (FR) good at (one’s strong point)
EC where?

ECH place

ELEMA library

ETH very

LY next (to)

EFEVET stay (at a place other than one’s own) (verb)
L1156 V) friend

E&SU TR Saturday

&Y bird

EYFET take (verb)

Eh which one?

EATL what is it like? what kind of?
AG h inside

AN long

A4cs why?

3P summer

DX H summer holiday
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TR1ED e seven (items/things)
T3 A fa] what?
ANV tH 7th of the month
(B)EFEA name
EHWVET learn (from someone) (verb)
HYEY become (verb)
2 ] (B)IWhEA older brother
[ZHAT (%) no good at (and not fond of)
(2T b (%) lively
(< meat
(L west
(=¥ 310N HEER Sunday
[ZIFA =E:S Japan
—a—I—35UK New Zealand
(24 garden
B | hEFT take off (clothes, shoes) (verb)
| (B)hash older sister
R34 necktie
. cat
vk internet
FUrR—IL netball
REY sleep, go to bed (verb)
FACH A sleepy
D | D5LLS farm
nE throat
DEN hhEFELL: thirsty (be) (phrase)
DHEY drink (verb)
DHHLD drink
DYFET ride on (a vehicle, horse, etc) (verb)
X | & tooth
3% #HEFET brush teeth (phrase)
(B)IEHSA grandmother
IN—T 14— party
[FNWTWVET wear (below the waist) (verb)
[ELip> actor
[FWWWFET enter, join (eg, a club) (verb)
FEET put on (below the waist) (verb)
FLEYET begin (something begins) (verb)
IFLHT for the first time
INR bus
INATLY bus stop
INRITYRR— )L basketball
AVE=D% laptop
(&=l crop field
L2/ —_+H 20th of the month
[&7x flower
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[E7R nose
(3%l story, talk
FGELFET speak (verb)
(75 flower viewing
(450N early, fast
) spring (season)
[Eh fine weather
VAN bread
FAZS number
FAZIFA dinner
NIN—H— hamburger

[0 3NN H day
E7/ piano
E—F beach
UAL east
VEFET play (guitar, piano, etc) (verb)
EV=vy picnic
VIHFE aeroplane
£+ pizza
ULwD Art (school subject)
UL D2 MA art gallery
V=Y i left (location)
oL sheep
(0= A person
UED —D one (item/thing)
VF () spare time, not busy
UV&OWVA hospital
0¥k sickness
0% daytime
VA FA lunch
V50T H lunch break
VAW wide, spacious

5| T= pool
SHDES-SMD club activities
A< clothes
AL revision
AXLw5LFET revise (verb)
Sf=D -2 two (items/things)
A2 normally
SO —H 2nd of the month
DY Physics (school subject)
el boat, ship
SRA (75) inconvenient
S0P winter
S50 old (used with objects, not people)
JLEUk present, gift

Level 1 Vocab: Page 11 of 14




(B)SAIT [FWWWET have a bath (phrase)
SAh culture
SADEN culture festival

N | A7) TF no good at, unskilled
~Nyhk pet
A4 room
NILY—(73) healthy (used for food, lifestyle, not people)
~A(13) strange
NAEELD study
NAZEEOLET study (verb)
(BYRAED lunch (boxed)
ALY (75) convenient

[F | FEF5nC after school
5L hat
R—LIJL—Ls tutor time, form time
(F< I, me
[FLLY want (something)
FA N book
[FAED TIH, Really? (phrase)

F | v—HY Maori
FLwD every week
FLIH every day
FZ before, front
FHET lose (a match) (verb)
FL&H (43) serious
EJ= again
F1= not yet (with negative ending)
Fb town
FEHLY mistake
FENAET make a mistake (verb)
FHET wait (verb)
(B)FDY festival

H | HAET RAFY be visible, can see (verb)
HE a right (location)
ALY short (length)
HY 7K water
HYIH lake
HE shop
(B)H#ZLD miso soup
HDhH =H 3rd of the month
#HDD = three (items/things)
HEY green
p YA south
HIGEHLFE South Island
HET RFEY see, look at, watch (verb)
HH ear(s)
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(B) H#0IF souvenir
LY milk (cow’s)
HATE everyone
T | Lvh 7<H 6th of the month
THL old days
LIhLL difficult
oD 7\D six (items/things)
o | B eye(s)
A—)L email
A—JLLET email, text (verb)
HhHta glasses
HhthE MFTHWET wear glasses (phrase)
HhRE MTFET put on glasses (phrase)
A=a— menu
CEEY already
L5V AEH Thursday
ERY mosque
{EOTNEFET take (something with you) (verb)
1O TEET bring (something with you) (verb)
$o& more
HHWLWET receive (verb)
Y = forest
© | pESS baseball
P vegetable
LWy kind, gentle
SSEAN 4R cheap
PIH holiday, a break
T HLMA 9 AE5HE break time (between classes)
PIAFET have a break, take a day off (verb)
5D J\D eight (items/things)
PF 1] mountain
PEDITY LoFEY mountain climbing
| p3HL (%) famous
= show
p-o<KY slowly
& | £5Hh J\B 8th of the month
&ohH H 4th of the month
&2D Ut four (items/things)
&K< often, well
KHFET read (verb)
£% night
glad (be) (usually referring to someone else)
KAHIUVET (verb)
b | 5FD next month
LWL next week
blyhA next year
STE— rugby
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Yo yh Science (school subject)
Yp3hKLET study abroad (verb)
YpHH KLY international student
Y&y cuisine
YEOYLFET cook (verb)

Y& travel, trip
Y&IHLET travel, go on a trip (verb)

n | h&El history
LARSY restaurant
nALw> practice
NALWILET practise (verb)

H | bhYET understand (verb)
LINFET forget (verb)

Hi=L i I, me

H5HL bad

JUE—R dress
Words frequently used with honorific &
ENHSA mother
BML snacks, sweets
B be money
HLLEA grandfather
BLEIAD New Year
H-ALLOU birthday
BEb green tea
BTH temple (Buddhist)
BEITA father
BEFEZ name
BIZWLEA older brother
BRAZA older sister
BIEHTA grandmother
BAAIT [FWWFETS to have a bath
BRAED boxed lunch/meal
HFEOY festival
EHELD miso soup
BEHOIT souvenir
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