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Updated NCEA Level 1, Level 2, and Level 3 Vocabulary Lists for Asian and European languages were
published on the NCEA Education website in December 2024.

Below is the revised Level 2 Chinese (Mandarin) Vocabulary List that should be used with students in 2025
(and thereafter).

The Vocabulary List supports teaching and learning and helps teachers understand the language
appropriate at Curriculum Level 7. Language drawn from this Vocabulary List is used to create external
assessments and may be used to support teachers when preparing students for internal assessments.

The Vocabulary Lists belong to the Ministry of Education. The list in this document has been formatted by
NZALT to make it easier for teachers to print and photocopy for students. NZALT has provided two
versions:

1. A PDF that can be printed and photocopied for students.
2. A Word document for teachers who would like to do further formatting.

This version of the vocabulary list is arranged alphabetically (Chinese to English).
Other configurations of this list (eg. English to Chinese; by category) can be found online here.

Alternatively, you can navigate to the revised vocabulary lists by following this pathway:
ncea.education.govt.nz > New Zealand Curriculum > Learning Languages: Chinese > Teaching

Teachers are advised to read the Introduction to the vocabulary lists (online, as above), as these contain
useful context for teaching and learning, and for internal and external assessments (including the notes
below).

Notes to teachers

In addition to the listed vocabulary, students are also expected to be able to recognise:
e items from relevant L1 Chinese (Mandarin) Vocabulary List

e rules and patterns of word formation

e obvious loan words such as %= (kaféi), 7 5. /1 (qidokeli).
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https://ncea.education.govt.nz/learning-languages/mandarin?view=teaching

Pinyin Chinese English

ayi T 4k, auntie

ai xin S care

aihu = A7 to cherish, to care for, to protect
anjing S i quiet

anpai ZHE to arrange, arrangement
anquan B safe, safety

bdo 1 full (after a meal)

bangongshi VINNIES office

béibanqiu b2k northern hemisphere

biéde A 84 other

biérén A another person, the others

bing K ice

binggqilin TR R ice cream

biru FE 4w for example

bisai 1983 competition, match

blcud & not bad

blgou % not enough

bushao ~y quite a few

buaténg 7~ B different, unlike, not the same
canjia B to participate, to join in

caidan E3- menu

caodi -2 lawn, grassland

cha % fall short of (eg, £ —324X), poor, bad (eg, IR 1k £)
chabudud 2R % almost, nearly

changjiang Kz Yangtse River

chaoshi AT supermarket

chénggong R success, to succeed

chéngji R achievement, score, result
chéngshi R city

chéngwéi A to become

chidao A 3 to be late, arrive late

chuan A5 boat

chuanghu &\ F window

chifa H A set off, depart, start a journey
chashéng &+ A4 to be born

conglai NS always, at all times (eg, Ak 7R)
congming BRA smart

congxiao M) from childhood

dagai KA approximately, roughly, about
dagong Eagu to do part-time job, to work as an employee
dahai K ocean, sea

damén K17 gate, the main entrance

dang £} to work as a profession (eg, % % Jf), when...
dangran LR of course
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daochu | & everywhere

dafang X generous

daren KA adult

dasuan IwH to plan to do

dayi AR coat, jacket

déngji AL board a plane

di 1%, low

ditié Rk subway, underground train
dianshang LA online business

da 7% to read, to attend

du )id degree (temperature, level)
duan %3 short (length)

duanxin 81z text message

dui A team (eg, MAL IR IN)
duimian Xt opposite side

dudshu % # majority

dudydn % = cloudy, partly cloudy

duzi 5 stomach, tummy

értong L& children, kids

fa A to send a message or email (eg, X 4813)
fang V4 to put, to place

fangjian 5 18] room

fangzi ¥ house

faxian &) to find out, to discover, discovery
fayu FiE French (language)
féichang FEF very, extremely

fawu AR % service, to service
fawuyuan R4 R waiter, waitress

fuxi 3] to review, to revise

gan jing T % clean

gandong Bl to be moved, to be touched
gangcai R just now

ganmao Y have a cold/flu, cold
gaozhong = P high school, secondary school
gezi AF height of a person
gongchéngsht | TAZ /7 engineer

gongjin T kilogram

gongli A4 kilometre

gongrén IA worker

gongsTt AR company

gou % enough, sufficient

guaféng R windy

guan xi * & relationship

guangchang I % square, plaza

guanxin xS to care about
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guonian i celebrate the new year
gushi HE story

h&ocht $Fer tasty

haochu 5F 4 benefit, advantage
haoxué W5 to be fond of learning, be eager to learn
h&oyun iz good luck (eg, ALAREFIZ)
hou 2 thick

houzi v 3en monkey

ha bl lake

huachuan x| A5 boating

huaichu EZ disadvantages

huaile IT broken

huan L to return

huanghé > okl Yellow River

huanying Ul welcome

hushi ¥+ nurse

hlizhao I B8 passport

ji 2 urgent

ji % to remember, to write down
jiagr 18 HA holiday, vacation

jiang B to talk, to say, to explain
jianghua BHiE to give a speech, to talk
jianshén 1&g to work out

jianshénfang % % 5 gymnasium, gym

jianyi X to suggest, suggestion
jido péngyou A to make friends

jidao zuodye ZTAE b to hand in homework
jiaxiang £ hometown

jiazhang K parent(s)

jie 1 to borrow, to lend

. 5 to receive (phone calls), to pick up (people), to catch
I # (objects)

jiému T H programme for a performance or TV
jiéshao I to introduce, introduction
jieéshou B to accept, to receive

jigé B A& to pass (an exam)

jThui A chance, opportunity

jijié =9 season

jingchang % often, frequently

jiudian B hotel

kénéng =T At possible, maybe, possibly
kérén L YN guest, customer

kongqi = A air

ki E to cry

kuaizi ®T chopsticks

la %R spicy, hot
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laoh R tiger

ldoshu # 5 rat

liangkuai RS pleasantly cool

likai 5 to leave, to depart
linghuagian B pocket money
linggian A& small change

linja AR & neighbour

linyt #hH to be in the rain, to get caught in the rain
l6ng V2 dragon

IGybu RIE to travel, tourism
nanbanqiu FIE 5 southern hemisphere
nanfang Ea b the south

nanguo e if feel sad

nido 5 bird

pa 1é be afraid of

qgidai N to expect

qimo R end of the term
gianzhéng AIE travel visa

gingié 3] kind, warm

qgingtian PN sunny day

giadui 2N team for ball players
quanguo o nationwide
quanhéidui £ SN All Blacks

quanijia 2K whole family

rang ik to let, to allow
rénkou Al population

rénmen AN people

renshi AR to know

rénwéi KA to think, to consider
réqing FLy enthusiastic, enthusiasm
sanbu i to take a walk
shaoshu B2k a small number of, minority
shé 4 snake

shé qu A X community

shéngci 4 18] new words
shéngdanijié By christmas

shénghud £ & life

shiwang * 2 disappointed

shi 1A, to try, to test

shi zhdng xin NN city center

shdubido F & watch

shoudao ikl to receive (messages, letters, gifts, or delivery)
shu A tree

shulin AR N forest

shashu A uncle
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suannai yoghurt

taiyang sun

tang sugar, lolly

tébié particularly, special
Tian'anmén Tian'anmén, name of a place
tiandian dessert

tingchéchang car park

téngshi at the same time
tongyang similarly, same (adverb)
tongyi to agree

tuibu set back, regress
waimai takeaway, delivery
wan'an good night

wanggqiu tennis

wangzhan website

wanhui evening party

wazi socks

wéndu temperature

wenti guestion

wu xiU lunch break

Xian salty

xiang fragrant, aromatic

xiang (nian) to remember with longing
xiang jia homesick, missing home
xiangtong identical, same (adjective)
xiangxin to believe, to trust

xidoqi stingy

xidoxin be careful, watch out
xiaozhang school principal

xié shoes

Xinxin confidence

Xingxing stars

xingli luggage

xingfén excited, exciting

xiongdi jiémei siblings

XTyT Western medicine
Xizao have a bath/shower
xuanke to select a subject
Xuéqt school term, semester
ya tooth, teeth

yayi dentist

yanjing eyes

yansé colour

yécan picnic

yiding surely
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yihui (ér) —4& (L) for a while

yi 1z one hundred million

yizhi —h all the time

yizi T chair

yintian X overcast (weather)

yingxiang #v0 influence, to influence

yinhang RAT bank

youke pae travellers, tourist

ydukong(ér) A= OL) free time

ydushan A& friendly

yuanlai J7 &k original, as it turns out

yuanyi B& to be willing to

yueliang 5 moon

ylyan EF language

zang Az dirty

zhang x to grow, leader of a team (eg, ¥ K)
zh&o * to look for (eg, #%. I 1k), to give change (eg, #%4X)
zhaogu 8 o to take care of, to look after
zhaopian B& R photo

zhaoxiang A& 48 to take a photo

zhénggian X to earn money

zhongyT ¥ E Chinese medicine

zha 3 pig

zhu L to wish (eg, LR 4 B B K)

zhuozi 2T desk, table

zhirou A pork

zidian S dictionary

ZuoxT shijian AE 8. B ) daily schedule, one’s personal timetable
zuoye 1B b homework, assignment

zuxian i ancestor
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