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Updated NCEA Level 1, Level 2, and Level 3 Vocabulary Lists for Asian and European languages were
published on the NCEA Education website in December 2024.

Below is the revised Level 1 Chinese (Mandarin) Vocabulary List that should be used with students in 2025
(and thereafter).

The Vocabulary List supports teaching and learning and helps teachers understand the language
appropriate at Curriculum Level 6. Language drawn from this Vocabulary List is used to create external
assessments and may be used to support teachers when preparing students for internal assessments.

The vocabulary lists belong to the Ministry of Education. The list in this document has been formatted by
NZALT to make it easier for teachers to print and photocopy for students. NZALT has provided two
versions:

1. A PDF that can be printed and photocopied for students.
2. A Word document for teachers who would like to do further formatting.

This version of the vocabulary list is arranged alphabetically (Chinese to English).
Other configurations of this list (eg. English to Chinese; by category) can be found online here.

Alternatively, you can navigate to the revised vocabulary lists by following this pathway:
ncea.education.govt.nz > New Zealand Curriculum > Learning Languages: Chinese > Teaching

Teachers are advised to read the Introduction to the vocabulary lists (online, as above), as these contain
useful context for teaching and learning, and for internal and external assessments (including the notes
below).

Notes to teachers

In addition to the listed vocabulary, students are also expected to be able to recognise:
e Pinyin and associated tones

e rules and patterns of word formation

e months of the year

e numbers, including words related to measurements.
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https://ncea.education.govt.nz/learning-languages/mandarin?view=teaching

Pinyin Chinese English

ai Cd to love, love

ai hao & hobby

ba AN eight

ba ba EE dad, father

bai sé B & white

bai E) hundred

bai wan an million

ban HE class

ban * half + time period

bang zhu 5 8h to help

bao zi T steamed bun

béi bian e north

bé&i ddo 8 North Island

bé&i jing E 3 Beijing

bén K volume for books

bi = pen or pencil

bian/mian 21/ & side

bu h&o vyi si & % Excuse me, I'm sorry

bu ké qi & A You are welcome
cuisine (eg, ¥ E %)

cai =Y dish, a plate of food
vegetable

cha S tea

chang X long

chang chang O often, usually

chang chéng K, the Great Wall

chang gé gk to sing (a song/songs)

chao b to fry, to stirfry

ch&o fan IS fried rice

ché kS vehicle

ché zhan % 5k bus stop

cht " to eat

chuan F to wear, to put on

chiin jié AT the Spring Festival, the Chinese New Year

chan tian AR spring (season)

da dian hua e iE to call, to make a phone call

da kai Eanin to open, to turn on (eg, 47 .41)

da qiu ITEk to play ball games (except for soccer)
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da X big

da jia N everybody, everyone

da xué XF university

da xué shéng KF4E university student

dai W to take, to bring

dan gao AL cake

dao Ed]| to arrive at/to

déng = to wait

di % % + number = ordinal number

di di P younger brother

di fang o T5 place, area

dian i3 o’clock

dian cai BE to order dishes

dian xin KRN snacks, dim sum

dian A electricity, power

dian hua %, 15 telephone

dian nao %2, computer (including desktop and laptop)

dian shi W, television, TV

dian ying ®, %5 movie

dian ying yuan LA movie theatre, cinema

dong tian AR winter

dong wu 4 animal

dong wu yuan 4 z00

dong bian Rl east

dong xi A stuff, things

dui St correct, right

dui bu qi Xt AL I'm sorry

dui mian P opposite

dud % more, much, many

dud da % K how old?

dud shao % how many, how much?

dud jit EFN how long (time)?

é 729 hungry

er = two

ean - cookeﬁd rice (casual form for conversation), meal
(eg, "LIR, FIR)

fan guan(er) WAE (L) restaurant

fang bian viEid convenient

fang jia AR to have a holiday
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fang xué R to finish school
féi ji AL aeroplane
féi jT chang KhL airport
fén zhong i minute
féng A wind
gén lan qiu HAL 2R rugby
gao = tall, high
gao xing 5% happy, pleased
gao su £ to tell
gé ge 5 older brother
. N the most commonly used measure word, for
g€ ! people and many everyday objects
gong fu SZPN Kungfu
gong gong qi ché, gong ché [N %, N % bus
gong ké PR school work, homework
gong yuan A park
gong zud IAE job, to work
gou ¥ dog
gui T expensive
guo jia £ 8 country
guo it to celebrate (eg, iT 4 H)
to cross
gud zht Xt juice
hai bian HE1 beach, seaside
han yu X Chinese (spoken language)
han zi XF Chinese characters
hao ¥ good, nice
h&o cht ¥Fre delicious, yummy
h&o kan WA good looking
h&o ting T pleasant to hear
hdo wan(er) %3t (L) fun, interesting
hao 5 day (spoken)
hé 23] to drink
hé T river
héi sé 2e black
hong bao e, red envelope, red packet, red pocket
hong sé 4L e, red
hou bian J& 2 behind
hua 7t flower
hua yuan 7t garden
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to draw, to paint

hua = painting

huan ying KA Welcome

huang sé F e yellow

hui jia = K to go home, to return home

hui = meeting

huo dong & activity

hud ché P train

hud ché zhan K % 5k train station

hud shan Kok volcano

iT dan A8 B egg

iT rou 8 P chicken meat, poultry

I JU how many, how much (for a small number)?
ji dian JL & what time?

jii hao JL5 what date, what number?

ii sui LY how old (usually for children)?

jia K family, home, house

jia rén TA family member(s)

jian 1 often used for items such as clothes
jian kang -3 health, fitness, wellbeing

jian mian & to meet in person

jiao ! to be called

jiao shi HE classroom

jido zi 4 n dumpling

jié hi] often used for the number of classes
jié ri T H festival

jié jie HH 4 older sister

jin nian A SF this year

jTn tian AR today

jiin cli near, close to

jin bu B progress, improvement

jit U nine

jué de e to feel, to think

kai ché FE to drive a vehicle

kai hui Vi to have a meeting/party (eg, 77 & H 2)
kai shi Fr 45 start, begin

kai xin PARNS happy, pleased (informal)
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to look at (eg, & F#)
to read (eg, & )

kan A to visit (eg, /& + person, people)
to watch (eg, & 1)

kdo shi £ 13, examination, test

ké xué 5 Science (school subject)

ké 2] thirsty

ké ai TR cute, lovable, pretty

ké e T R coke

ké 3 lesson

kdu =4 used for family members

ku zi AT trousers, pants

kuai 3 slice (for cake), currency unit

kuai IFS fast

kuai 1& B R happy, happiness

|&i P to come

lan qiu E R basketball

lan sé ke blue

l&o * old

l&o sht * Jf teacher

& R tired

If Z a family name, also means plum

liang ™ two (when used before a measure word)

liu 7~ Six

ling e zero

l&ng % cold

IV bian 29 inside

[ wu AL present, gift

lian xi 23] practice, to practise

I sé e green

ma " question particle for yes-no questions

ma ma 1545 mum, mother

ma g horse

ma I 7S road, street

ma shang 5+ immediately

mai * to buy

mai ¥ to sell

man % slow

mang = busy
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mao W cat

mao bi E brush pen

mao i rén AN Maori people

mao li wén EX b Maori language (written)

mao i yu A5 Mazori language (spoken)

mao yT 2R wool jumper

méi guan xi R Never mind

méi you yi si AHEE not interesting, boring

mé&i gud * the United States of America, USA

méi li £ beautiful (more formal)

mé&i shu XK Art (school subject)

méi tian B X every day

méi mei Ik Ik younger sister

mén I door . .
often used for the number of academic subjects

mén ~Ai personal pronoun + 11 = plural pronoun

mi fan KAR cooked rice

mian, mian tido &, W& noodles

mian bao 8 & bread

ming nian e next year

ming tian B X tomorrow

ming tian jian B R See you tomorrow

ming zi % F name

na %R+ noun which...?

na ge ARA which one?

na If /A where?

nali RE there

nai nai %73 405 grandmother

nan 3 male

nan shéng F4 boys

nan xiao F AR boys’ school

nan bian H i south

nan dao Al South Island

nan xf difficult, hard

nan kan A A ugly
used when asking a question based on

ne R, something mentioned immediately before (eg,
.. ARER? , ...and you?)

ni ia you

ni hdo R4F Hello
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nian F year for calendar, number + 5
nin & you (respectful form)
nin hdo 847 Hello (respectfully)
niu %+ cattle, cow, ox, bull
nid nai 247 milk (cow’s)
nd % female
nd shéng A girls
nl xiao By girls’ school
pang bian il next to, beside
p&o bu 3,3 to run
péng you IR A friend
pian yi 12 & cheap
piao E ticket
pido liang 2% pretty, beautiful
ping pang qid FER table tennis, ping pong
pinggud FR apple
qr X seven
qi T4 to ride (eg, % 8 1T %)
qi chuang ALK to wake up
qgian + thousand
gian (23 money
gian bao R E wallet, purse
gian bian AT front
to invite
qing iF to treat someone to something (eg, a meal)
please (eg, i# 4)
qid tian KR autumn
qu * to go
qu nian +F last year
qunzi T dress, skirt
ré # hot
ré géu o hot dog
rén A person, people, human
r H day (written)
rong yi ) easy
rou | meat
san = three
shan L mountain, hill
shang chang R shopping mall
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shang dian 7 JE shop

shang rén AaA businessperson

shang ban ;1 to go to work, to attend work
shang bian =t up

shang hai Hapr-2 Shanghai

shang ke ER to attend lessons

shang wang R to go online, to browse the internet
shang wu +F morning (before noon, formal)
shang xué 5 to attend school

shang yT R top (clothes)

shang ge yué EANA last month

shang ge xing qi A2 last week

shao D2 less, few

shéi , shui yiid who?

shéi de, shui de #ay whose?

shén ti F 4R body

shén me A what?

shén me shi hou 1+ 2 BHi& when?

shéng bing ER to get sick, to be sick

shéng qi AR angry

shéng ri 4 H birthday

shéng ri hui A Ha birthday party

shi -+ ten

shi jian B 1] time

shi qing E matter, things

shou F hand

shoéu jT F M mobile phone, cell phone

sh St book

shi bao HE school bag

shi dian Bk bookstore, book shop

sha fu IR comfortable

shu xué ke Mathematics, Maths (school subject)
shut K water

shuf gud KR fruit

shui jiao =3 to sleep

shud B to say, to speak, to talk

shud hua Bk to talk, to speak (never with an object)
si 2] four
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to see somebody off

song & to send, to give, to deliver

sui % year for age, number + %

ta b, he, him

ta b she, her

ta € it

tT By to kick

tT U qiu By R R to play soccer

ti yu HRE Physical Education, PE (school subject)
ti yU gudn WEIE stadium, gym

tian X day

tian qi XA weather

tiao % often used for long, thin things such as pants, fish
tiao wi Bk to dance

ting s to listen, to hear

ting shud 3L to hear about

téng xué [ 5 classmate, schoolmate, fellow student
tou K head

téu fa kK hair

td shd gudn B 48 library

wang ... zOou

(&, %) &, 42 (37)
&

turn (left, right), go straight

wai bian shi outside

wai gud rén SFEA foreigner

wai yu ShiE foreign language

wan(er) 7 (L) to play, to have fun

wan fan 1% IR dinner

wan shang % evening

wan 7 ten thousand

wang = a family name, also means king
wang = to forget

wei shén me A A why?

weén hua LA culture

wo K I

w EiR five

wu fan IR lunch

XT bian v 12 west

X * to wash

Xi huan =8 0¢ to like, to be fond of, to enjoy
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Xi shou jian 18] bathroom, toilet (polite)

xia ban T to finish work

Xxia bian T down

xia ké TR to finish a lesson, class dismissed
xia wi T afternoon

xia xué TE to snow

xia yu TR to rain

xia ge xing qf T/ANEH next week

Xxia ge yué T/NA next month

xia tian 2R summer (season)

xian zai A now

Xido a8 small, little, young

xido shi NS hour

Xi&o Xué N primary school

xiao ché " E school bus

xiao fu AR school uniform

xié 5 to write

xié& xie R Thank you

Xin # new

XIn nian #F New Year

XTn XT lan oy = New Zealand

Xing q1 £~ week, £ #] + number (except Sunday)
Xing q ji ZHIL which day of the week?

XTng qf ri, tian Z2iH, X Sunday

xing R family name, surname, to be surnamed
Xid Xi K 8 to rest, to take a break

xué sheng F4 student

Xué xi %3] to study

Xué xiao FR school

yang ¥ sheep

yé ye FF grandfather

yT — one

yi ban —F half

yi gong —+ in total, altogether

yi yang —H the same, identical

yi dian(er) — & (L) a little bit

yi qif —AZ together

yi xié — sk some (for unspecified quantity)
yT fu RIR clothes
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yishéng E A doctor

yT yuan E % hospital

yi jing e already

yi Si P meaning

yin yué 4 R Music (school subject)

ying gai N % should

ying guo * the United Kingdom

ying wén L English (written, eg, 5 3% )
ying yu *iE English (spoken, eg, 3.3 %)
yong A to use

ydu hao A HF friendly

you de YD) some (among a larger group)
ydu ming B4 famous, well-known

yOu shi hou A iHE sometimes

you yi si A& interesting

ydu yong A A useful

you xi TR, games

you yong 5 UK to swim

you bian y:3tl right side

v & fish

yuan 1z far

yué H month, number + H

yun dong i F) sports, exercise, to exercise
yun dong chang ZHY sports field

zai jian AL Goodbye see you again

zao fan TR breakfast

z&0 shang FE morning (early morning, casual)
z&n me E2 how to?

z&n me yang B2 how about, how is it?

zhé ixX this

zhé, zhéi ge A this one

zhé ge xing qT XA 2 AR this week

zhé ge yué XA A this month

zhé i X here

zhe xié iX s these

zht A often used for small animals such as cats
zht dao Jnil to know

zhong guo W China

zhong jian o Ja] middle
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zhong qiu jié AT the Mid-Autumn Festival

zhong wén WS Chinese (language, school subject)

zhong wii P noon

zhdng xIn LN centre

zhong xué W5 secondary school

zhong xué shéng A secondary school student

zhong yao RS important

zhdu mo J& R weekend

zhu 1£ to live, to stay

zhiin béi - to prepare, to get ready

zi xing ché aiTE bicycle

z6u lu A & to walk

zui jin wL recently, lately

Zuo tian HE R yesterday

zud bian % left side
to sit (eg, 2 TF)

zuo & to take transportation (eg, 2 + type of
transportation)

Zuo (54 to do, to make (eg, #1R)
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