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Updated NCEA Level 1, Level 2, and Level 3 Vocabulary Lists for Asian and European languages were
published on the NCEA Education website in December 2024.

Below is the revised Level 3 Japanese Vocabulary List that should be used with students in 2025 (and
thereafter).

The Vocabulary List supports teaching and learning and helps teachers understand the language
appropriate at Curriculum Level 8. Language drawn from this Vocabulary List is used to create external
assessments and may be used to support teachers when preparing students for internal assessments.

The vocabulary lists belong to the Ministry of Education. The list in this document has been formatted by
NZALT to make it easier for teachers to print and photocopy for students. NZALT has provided two
versions:

1. A PDF that can be printed and photocopied for students.

2. A Word document for teachers who would like to do further formatting.
This version of the vocabulary list is arranged alphabetically (Japanese to English).
Further configurations of the list (eg. English to Japanese; by Category) can be found here.

Alternatively, you can navigate to the revised vocabulary lists by following this pathway:
ncea.education.govt.nz > New Zealand Curriculum > Learning Languages: Japanese > Teaching

Teachers are advised to read the Introduction to the vocabulary lists (online, as above), as these contain
useful context for teaching and learning, and for internal and external assessments (including the notes
below).

Notes to teachers

In addition to the listed vocabulary, students are also expected to be able to recognise:

e items from relevant L1 and L2 Japanese Vocabulary Lists

e where a noun can easily be constructed from the verb or vice versa

e obvious loan words

e names of the four main Japanese islands
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https://ncea.education.govt.nz/learning-languages/japanese?view=teaching

Japanese Kanji English
& | TATUTATA identity
TIRRT outdoors, outdoor recreation
HH%-HMNUVET EA3B rise (verb)
HATENT B guide (verb)
L WMFA opinion
WHIZBELWS =L all day
LDoh someday
WDTH any time
WAHA immigrant
AT — influencer
2| 525 3Z2FY plant (verb)
A | ZAVNELS influence
ZWEEITH-ZAVELILET have an influence/impact on (verb)
. ecology, ecological (eg, Ta/—.
T3 () J::l;(‘g\zb“) ealies
BB = sound, noise
HELKY elderly person
HHL Y Buvoy empathy
BAEA hot spring
BATZAN warming (global)
M| L =t company
MZH-MAET change (someone changes something) (verb)
NEA Xl volcano
AV AV petrol
MH(EF) deity/spirit in legends
MANZL-DANZAET consider (verb)
MAZED environment
MATSERL tourist
MNATHB tourist spot
MNAULAD HEH-MALAD HYFET concerned about (be) (verb)
E | ¥4 kiwifruit, kiwi (bird)
EHA temperature
=25 climate
Eok surely
FvI305— character (fictional)
EpIY &S salary
EEOYV LT DTV ELEFT work together (verb)
& DI%-ET% DIFFET K% DI+ 5 | pay attention/be careful (phrase)
7 | (FLydK plan
[FLAKZE =TH IFL\IKZE =TFET plans (make) (phrase)
[TLMTA experience

(FLMFTAT B ITWDNTALET

experience (verb)

(FAWA cause

= | 25h pollution
55L& factory
39 flood, flooding
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SIFA police box
ZZA iy heart, mind
& matter, issue
CFSHFYFET troubled (be) (verb)
bhhd-ChhErd break, be broken (verb)
aVRAE compost
S| ENFEHLET look for (verb)
SWNL-ENVET ThHs lower (verb)
SN2 discrimination
ERDY B ERNDLFET discriminate (verb)
SAETLD industry
SAENT SH-SAELLET agree (verb)
L |Pzo¥— gender
CLA earthquake
L& capital city
LIFA resource(s)
LEA nature
LFE 5 island
LFESIC SE island country
Lohy = society
LS (7) B freedom
LpoELD religion
Lo 5A (13) +5 (%) enough
C&IIES information
L&ILY one’s future
LoRS-LoRFET investigate (verb)
CAIH AO population
T LN DTH-EBELHDOLFET lead a life, make a living (verb)
g AN government
Hy world
HEICA responsibility
B0 generation
HotzlMI2) definite(ly)
f= | ZULLCITTB-EZVCITLET value (verb)
=A%) typhoon
=9 1F&H>- =3 1THLET help each other (verb)
f=1= free of charge
f=SA probably
f=SNA M ZX1t multicultural
=85 1-8F7 save (money) (verb)
f=nh someone
=nTH whoever
=hd no one (with negative) (phrase)
ERRY-105) Earth, the globe
BI1F5 region
2| o rainy season
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T | TEAEET as much as possible (phrase)
<<H H O exit
FH/O00— technology
& | EdLy urban area
&I especially
ETH somewhere
ECTH anywhere
ECH nowhere (with negative verb) (phrase)
EVECT B EYRLFET make an effort (verb)
T RET-HBLET repair (verb)
RITh faT A something
Ay fat 3 far ¢ nothing (with negative verb) (phrase)
HATEH falIcH anything
[Z ][22 T about (following a noun) (phrase)
[2&KDT depending on (following a noun) (phrase)
@D | DY instead of (following a noun) (phrase)
DYMNZB change (bus, train) (verb)
(& | [FSDhA museum
[E-o&EY clearly
[FAT=LY opposite
[FATzWT B [FATLLET oppose (verb)
EDRX business, Business (school subject)
VA5 WAWLWET pick up, gather (verb)
A 5B SYFET fall (rain, snow, etc) (verb)
LR — (%) friendly
~ | Alvbh F peace
[F | Ry THILFr— pop culture
H | H#DMTH-ADTET Bot+3 find (verb)
L | H50BE once more (phrase)
1D0-4bFT have, hold (verb)
310)) thing, object
| oY as | thought
P5H-PYFT do (verb)
| s dream
A | Akyk robot
| bltd-bitET S5 divide, share (verb)
Suffixes
“hih, hib n ...River
"z Lake...
A L Mt...
Classifiers
i degree (temperature)
TH number of times
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